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The nation s sun is sinking in the west,
God bounteous day of grace will soon be o'er.
The fleeting hours of the world's unrest
Are filled with deepest sin,, and sorrow sore.
To millions now our hearts are strangely
drawn:
Men looking for the light in every land.
Their restless hearts are waiting for the dawn,
And lol the day is past—the night at hand.
With ivorld-wide armies training for the fray,
False prophets still speak, forth the word of peace.
And brown-shirts, black-shirts, red-shirts hail the day
Of their great glory with its swift increase.
"0 fools, and slow of heart," ivhy will ye spurn
All that the prophets and their Lord proclaim?
Man's day is dying! Turn, ye people, turn,
Before the night shall end man's boasted fame.
Though men His Word of prophecy
despise,
Yet God hath spoken—and His Word is true:
Our Christ is coming! Christian, lift your eyes
And pledge your life and love to Him anew.
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in connection with the C.P.S. Relief Training Group at the State Hospital, Howard,
Rhode Island. Prospective workers interested
in the advantages of this training and the
circumstances connected therewith should
this interest with C. L. Graber,
•IIHIIHIIMIHIllHIIHIMlllHIHIlHIIIHIHIimiHIl! register
Akron, Penna. Others who may be interested in a summer's employment with the
A n Emergency Need
advantages from relief training courses in
mind can also get further information by
The Brethren in Christ Church is obliged writing to the attention of Director of Hosto face more realistically the problem pital Units, J. N. Byler, Akron, Penna.
which is caused by "drafting of fathers."
— 0 . O. M.
This "drafting of fathers" brings to the
fore the dependency problem. The present
Canadian Shipment to England
emergency need must be met in some way.
The following excerpt is taken from a
The . Relief and Service committee is,
therefore, calling for a fund equivalent to news release made by the Branch Office of
fifty cents per memeber to cover the p e - . the M. C. C. in Canada.
"February 1 was a very busy day at the
riod until General Conference time. This
is not an assessment but a suggested ratio. M.C.C. Clothing Depot at Kitchener. The
There are many who will want to share Nonresistant Relief Organization, using the
more than this with their brother and fam- facilities of the new office for the first time,
ily who are in need. It is the sense of the packed a shipment of relief clothing' and
Relief and Service Committee that as supplies. The shipment consisted of evelen
Brethren in Christ we would prefer to take bales of comforters and quilts, nine large
care of our own problem for our own cases of clothing and 524 pounds of chocolate. The total shipment amounted to 3303
group.
and was evaluated at $3,896.85. On FebRelief and Service Committee lbs.
ruary 16 the shipment was sent forward to
Henry G. Brubaker, Sec'y. England."

RELIEF AND SERVICE COMMITTEE
RELIEF NOTES
Report on Relief in Bengal
Brother J. D. Graber, who has returned
from China and is now assisting in India,
reports on the famine-relief project in
Bengal:
"I am getting deeply into the work here
in Bengal. This is significant work and I
am happy to have some part in it. . . .
So far our work consists mainly in the
distribution of rice to destitute families.
We visit villages and investigate poor
homes. . . . On Friday, for example, I distributed rice to 207 people, i.e., to 207 families. This is perhaps the lightest day of
the t h r e e ' so you see we are at present
distributing to at least 650 or more families per week. This meets a genuine need
for people are destitute in this area. Quite
"a lot of cloth has also been distrbuted free
as well as sold at a cheap, control rate."
Beside the work of food and clothing distribution in the famine area, our workers
there have also been given full responsibility for the distribution of quinine in
in the section in which they are working.
Isaac's Secure Passage
Ferdinand J. Isaac, Relief Director for
the Bengal relief project, who* was detained
for some time in Buenos Aires, was evidently able to secure passage to South
Africa sometime toward the end of February. A letter from Buenos Aires, written by Vernon Schmidt, .provides the information that Brother Isaac with Sister
Isaac and Alida Schrag embarked from
Montevideo, Uruguay, for an unnamed
port. A late cable also gives the information that they are proceeding to Durban.
S. J. Goering on Way Home
Definite word has arrived that S. J.
Goerintr left India a few days before February 13 for an undisclosed American nort.
Brother Goering is hastening home to report more fully on rslief work in China
and to assist in the organization of a
Mennonite relief unit.
Relief Workers Married in Argentina
Following her arrival at Buenos Aires
on February 24, Sara Histand became Mrs.
Vernon Schmidt. The wedding took place
on the evening of February 29, at Bragado, Argentina, with Brother Amos Swartzendruber in charge. The couple will return to the Chaco where Sister Schmidt
will assist in the colony hospital and Brother Schmidt will continue with his former
responsibilities.
Director for Canadian Office Appointed
Cornelius Rempel and wife of Kitchener,
Ontario, have been apnointed as manager
and matron of the M. C. C. Canadian
Headquarters located in Kitchener. The
RemDel's will assume their new responsibility as soon as Brother Rempel can bs
released from his present employment.
Meanwhile, Brother and Sister Jesse Short
will continue to carry on the work.
Relief Unit for the Middle East
• Plans are shaping for the sending of a
relief unit to the Middle East. Plans are

Just Off the Press!
"Service of Goodwill in Wartime"
A pamphlet published by the Relief and
Service Committee of the Brethren in
Christ Church, giving a brief review of
what has been done, and why it is being
done as it is by the Church through its
committee. This glimpse of our service of
goodwill as an alternate to violence and
bloodshed, should challenge us to even
greater efforts for the kingdom of heaven.
We are sending to each pastor or minister in charge a quantity of these pamphlets. It is our purpose to furnish sufficient to enable our people to have copies
for themselves and all they can profitably
distribute for information to outside inquirers. We want to see the pamphlet circulated as widely as possible. If we have
not sent sufficient for your congregation,
or if by some oversight you as minister in
charge of a congregation have not received
any of these pamphlets, please write to the
assistant secretary.
Jesse W. Hoover
Nappanee, Ind.

•IIHIIIMIIHIIHIIIUIlHIHIimiHIIIHIIHIinimilBIIII

CIVILIAN PUBLIC SERVICE
C. P. S. Notes
Denison Selected for Relief-Training Unit
C. P. S. Camp No. 18, Denison, Iowa, has
been chosen as a relief-training unit for
C. P. S. men. Plans are being made to
assemble at Denison 50 to 75 men from the
base camps who have expressed a primary
interest in relief service abroad. Denison
is the first base camp selected for such a
training center. Similar units have been
set up on special projects at Ypsilanti,
Michigan; Howard, Rhode Island; Beltsville, Maryland; Durham, North Carolina;
and Chicago, Illinois.
Camp Shifts Planned
Because a number of camps are under
their normal camp strength, as a result of
the large number of transfers to special
projects during the past fall and winter,
a number of shifts will be made during
the early spring months. Thirty-nine men
will transfer from Sideling Hill, Luray,
Virginia, to Belton, Montana, and 20 will
transfer from Denison, Iowa, to Three
Rivers, California.
Other Churches Considering

in terms of a 12-man unit to be complete
on the field sometime in July. The Unit
wil? include the two workers already in the
Middle East, two nurses, a dietitian, a
Yugoslav interpreter, several driver-mechanics and First Aid men. Plans are being formulated in terms of administering a
camp of Yugoslav refugees someplace in
the vicinity of Cairo, Egypt.

C. P. S. Units
A number of denominations have expressed their desire to administer a C. P.
S. unit for their own C. O. members, probably a mental hospital unit like the Methodists are operating at Cherokee, Iowa.
Groups indicating such interest are Baptist,
Presbyterian, Congregational, Episcopal
and Disciples of Christ.

M. C. C. Women's Relief Training Unit # 2
Training Unit # 1 has been in operation
in connection with the C.P.S. Relief Training Unit at Ypsilanti, Michigan, State Hospital since September 1, 1943. I t is felt
that these units should be limited to about
fifteen members. Prospects now are that
this canacity will soon be reached a t Ypsilarti. Others are applying for temporary
attachment to these units. It is therefore
planned at an early date to set up Unit # 2

C. P. S. FACTS AND FIGURES
RELEASE
Distribution of Mennonite Men in Camp
(As of February 29, 1944)
Brethren in Christ
79
Central Conf. Mennonite
40
Church of God in Christ Mennonite
105
Conservative Amish Mennonite
78
Defenseless Mennonite
:
14
Evangelical Mennonite Brethren
22
(Continued on page 105)
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Perfume of a Rose

Always in Prayer

T WAS during the summer of 1941. We
were rolling along on the frightfully
over-crowded train "somewhere in France."
The day was extremely hot, and in the
crush of the crowd one sometimes was
nearly suffocated. Riding in third-class in
Europe, ones traveling companions are of
the less fastidious sort. On this particular
day, when one would perspire even in more
comfortable quarters, it takes little imagination to comprehend the almost nauseating aroma that hung like a pall over the
entire train. One could scarcely even move,
so wedged in between sweating, foul-smelling peasants who seemingly had not had a
good bath for a long while.

NUMBER of ministers were assembled
for the discussion of difficult questions ; and, among others, it was asked, how
the command to "Pray without ceasing"
could be complied with. Various suppositions were stated; and at length one of the
number was appointed to write an essay
upon it, to be read at the next meeting;
which being overheard by a female servant,
she exclaimed, "What! a whole month
waiting to tell the meaning of that text? It
is -one of the easiest and best texts in the
-Bible."—"Well, well," said an old minister. "Mary, what can you say about it?
Let us know how you understand it. Can
you pray all the t i m e ? " 'Oh, yes, sir!"—
"What, when you have so much to d o ? "
—"Why, sir, the more I have to do the
more I can pray."—Indeed! "Well, Mary,
do let us know how it is; for most think
otherwise."—Well, sir," said the girl,
"when I first open my eyes in the morning,
I pray, Lord, open the eyes of my understanding, and, while I am dressing, I pray
that I may be clothed with the robe of
righteousness, and when I have washed me,
I ask for the washing of regeneration, and
as I begin to work I pray that I may have
. strength equal to my day; when I begin to
kindle up the fire, I pray that God's work
may revive in my soul; and, as I sweep
out the house, I pray that my heart may
be cleansed from all its impurities. And
while preparing and partaking of breakfast, I desire to be fed with the hidden
manna- and the sincere milk of the Word;
and, as I am busy with the little children
1 look up to God as my Father, and pray
for the spirit of adoption, that I may be
His child: and so on all day. Everything I
do furnishes me with a thought for
prayer." — "Enough, enough!" cried the
old divine: "These things are revealed to
babes, and often hid from the wise and
prudent. Go on, Mary," said he, "Pray
without ceasing; and as for us, my brethren, let us bless the Lord for this exposition, and remember that He has said, 'The
meek will he guide in judgment'." After
this little event, the essay was not considered necessary.

I

In short, the atmosphere became almost
choking as the hours dragged by. It does
not add to one's comfort that most of these
people seem to have a dread antipathy for
too much fresh air. And so, finally it became almost unbearable.
But just before I left Banyuls-sur-mer,
my friends there had given me a small buttoniere of roses. They were lovely as they
were plucked directly from the cool, green
garden. Their pastel pinks and yellows
blended into the deeper crimsons. And in
the heart of each was a rich, gold starlet.
Emanating from among soft.petals was a
perfumed fragrance that cannot be described. It was the perfume of the rose,
which once known is never forgotten, but
impossible of description.
As the hot day wore on the roses drooped
and faded. They were no longer lovely to
look at. There was nothing about their appearance to commend them to the attention
of anyone. Hanging listlessly from my
lapel, they reminded me of the drooping,
almost exhausted humanity about me-. I
was about to pluck them from my coat and
throw them away as unpleasant reminders
of a departed loveliness. Then instinctively,
almost unconsciously, I raised them to my
face for one last sniff of a lingering bygone sweetness.
I started! What a surprise! Those unlovely-looking, dead and drooping roses
were just as fragrant, yes even more fragrant than they were in the dew-bright
morning. There was a heavy sweetness of
perfume that was lacking when their petals
were smooth and bright. I re-discovered
what I should have remembered, that a rose
yields the same sweetness wherever you
find it. And the sweet perfume of a rose is
the more diffused as it is crushed or droops
and dies.
During the remaining weary miles,
crowded into a car that was more suitable
for a cattle pen, a frequent deep draught
of that fragrant, perfume-laden aroma that
clings close to the heart of a rose made the
other revolting scents much less odious. In
the midst if a polluted environment, that

A

sweet-smelling rose maintained an atmosphere of loveliness all its own. And it was
so much the lovelier because of its sordid
surroundings. What an inspiration that
rose was to a weary, sickened traveler!
What a sermon it preached!
There are Christian professors in the
world who think that it is impossible to
live a clean, holy life in the midst of the
perversity and sin that is so predominant.
But let me remind such an one that, like
the rose, the fragrance of a life that is
hid with Christ in God should reflect the
effulgence of His blessed person, whether
in the dark or in the light, whether in
pleasant surrounding or sordid, whether in
the storm or in the sunshine, whether in
the stench of the unwashed mob or amid
the aroma of the broken alabaster box of
communion with saints. In fact, the perfumed loveliness of the Christ-life should
be the more remarkably beautiful by contrast, the more sordid the circumstances.
The rose, though wilted, faded and limp,
had no other purpose than to go on being
sweet, and lending its perfume-freighted
loveliness to the disgusting environment
around it. As those whose lives have been
sweetened by the Rose of Sharon and the
Lily of the Valley from out the ivory
palaces, we have no other business than to
continue shedding the fragrance of aloes
and myrrh, whether in pleasant circumstances or unpleasant. And let us remember that the beauty of our lives as lived in
the loveliness of the spirit of Christ, will
be more outstanding by virtue of the contrast with the surrounding stench of an ungodly world.
But let us also remember that one must
get closer up to the rose, when the nauseating smells are all around. The perfume
lies at the heart of the rose. It had to be
brought up to my face, on that train in
France, before the fragrance was noticed
though it still lay heavy as honey-dew in
the gold-starred heart of the drooping
floweret. Our lives must intimately contact
the sickened world about us if they are to
breathe the sweet incense of a Spirit-filled
life. The fragrance is lost on the polluted
air, except for those who come close to
the source of the fragrance. Allow the
loveliness of Jesus Christ, which he wants
to shed abroad through you, to come close
to the eager face of a nauseated world. Go
out into the highways and hedges, among
the uncouth and unlovely, and compel them
by the constraining loveliness of "Christ
in you the hope of Glory," to come into
His fold. This is the hour for effective
personal witnessing!

—Selected by Allen G. Heisey.

Cloudy days are many; bright days are
few. We must catch each ray of sunlight
as it comes. The clouds gather, and as
they roll they hide the distant shores
from our sight. The clouds that hide our
future never lift. Blessed shadow! Who
would wish to see one step along the
way? An unseen hand will guide us
safely to the other side, if we take firm
hold and cast our care on Him. It is
better to trust than to see.
—Selected bv Leah Stecklev.
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desire to give himself
A CHALLENGE TO MINISTERS . time1. forA deep
the Master's service in CPS.

D. Earl Heisey
' ' /""'OME over into Macedonia and help
V * us," were the words spoken to the
Apostle Paul by the man in Paul's vision
at Troas. This may also be the voice of
CPS men and women working at the different State Mental Hospitals to you as
ministers of the gospel. Shortly after Paul
answered the Macedonia call he found himself with a group of people near Philippi
who gathered together for prayer. Paul's
services were indeed needful in Macedonia.
Your service likewise can be of great usefulness in CPS if you answer the call.
We have left our homes and have been
taken away from our places if worship in
our church community because the government drafted us to do work of national
importance. Because of our religious convictions and belief we have chosen the role
of a conscientious objector. As time goes
on we find groups of us in more remote
locations in the nation, further away from
our church community without adequate
pastoral care. . If it is because of a religious view we are here and> our success
as a witness to our cause depends on our
spiritual stamina, is it not only reasonable
that each unit of CPS men have their own
pastor to minister to their .spiritual needs?
It is true the various churches concerned
are doing remarkably well financally toward supporting this CPS program, but
here is one lack that demands serious consideration on the part of the church. Have
you ever stopped to think what the army is
doing for the spiritual needs of the soldier? Each company has its own chaplain
who travels, works, and lives with the men
so as to be .of the best service possible to
them. We are told that this service of a
chaplain does much to keep up the morale
of the men. The army is not the only place
men's morale lulls at times. Trying to live
a victorious Christian life in a conscientious objector's camp demands all the
morale and faith one can muster up. "For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places." The\CPS camp at Mancos, Colo.,
which is operated by the government, also
has its own chaplain.
I feel that here is a serious challenge to
you ministers in our churches, particularly
to those of you in the 4d classification. You
men will never be called by the government to render a service to it because of
your clerical recognition. But here is a
greater service you may volunteer for, and
will if you are really concerned and
interested in spiritual life of men in
CPS and in the great cause for which the
men stand. You have the opportunity of

•

•

coming and being a part of one of our CPS
hospital units to render pastoral care to
those of us who are as yet like sheep without a shepherd.
This challenge is directed not only to
the ministers of draft age, but all ministers who are able and could answer such a
call. Perhaps the men in a 4d classification
would be more eager for such an opportunity and would be in a better position to
accept. For had they not been a minister,
by this time they too would be in a CPS
camp or unit doing work of national importance. Or wouldn't they? Our hearts
ache when we hear of some of you ministers back home who if drafted would not
choose the role of a conscientious objector.
If our church is to remain a definite peace
church, one that believes and practices nonresistance, surely she demands leaders in
her pulpits and schools who are in sympathy with that teaching and believe in it
to the core; taking it personally to heart
and giving their lives in service for this
cause. Ministers and teachers who do not
do this in our churches and church schools,
are doing more harm than good and are
coming far short of their calling.
It is true, we in CPS do receive contacts
from representatives of the Mennonite
Central Committee and by ministers from
the different churches represented in our
unit but this is much, too infrequent. An
occasional service of this kind can not
satisfy the deep spiritual need of the men.
Only pastoral care equal to that of any
home congregation will adequately meet the
need. It is also true the Mennonite Central
Committee has appointed qualified leaders
or directors in charge of the administrative
duties of the unit; but he not being a minister could not do justice to the pastoral
duties. Even if he were a minister I am
confident that it would not be wise for him
to fill both positions, as pastor and director. There is a definite need here for
pastors. These various hospital units number from 25 to 100. including the wives of
the married men. You would have a group
equal to the average congregation of one of
our churches. We differ from the home
church in the respect that we have 100%
church membership, but of course not all
of the same denomination. Being pastor of
such an unusual group would be an interesting and profitable experience for any
minister. These groups of God's children
need a pastor, one who will sacrifice his
comfortable home and position to come
and worship, work, play, and live with
them. Is this expecting too much? We
don't think so.
Some of the pastor's necessary qualifications are:

full

2.- A genuine conscientious objector to
war and belief in the CPS program.
3. Tolerance with others' religious faith
and beliefs.
4. Interest in the problems of the CPS
men and a willingness to meet them with
the fellows.
5. It would be a decided advantage if
the minister were married, since there is
quite an increasing number of wives joining our hospital units.
Some of the advantages to you in serving at such a position:
1. You will be answering a needy call,
and in return I'm sure you will receive a
deep satisfaction that comes from the joy
of full time service for the Lord.
2. You will be self-supported by employment as a hospital attendant at regular
civilian employee's wages. If you are married your wife too can receive employment
of some type at the institution.
3. By working as a hospital attendant
in a mental hospital you would be receiving an excellent practical course in abnormal psychology which would be of tremendous value to you in your future ministerial
duties.
5. You would be receiving an experience
in CPS right at the front, which will be of
future value to you in your upholding and
defending the teaching of nonresistance.
There are many more advantages and
of course some disadvantages in accepting
such an unusual call, but we present here
only a few of our thoughts gathered after
one year of service at a mental hospital
unit, hoping by them to have stimulated
some thought on your part sufficient to
cause you to make it a matter of prayer
and inquiry. If any minister is seriously
interested, your interest should be made
known to Jesse W. Hoover, Nappanee, Ind.
C. P . S. Hospital Unit # 8 5
State Mental Hospital
Howard. Rhode Island
Some old friend says, "Get up with the
sun if you want to be healthy and wise."
It is easy enough to follow this advice
in the winter when the sun sets sensibly
and doesn't get up until seven o'clock;
but when he commences to get up at four
o'clock, we have observed that the wisest
men give him about two hours start, and
let their wives accumulate health and wisdom.—Selected by Leah Steckley.
"Satan does not care how long we pray
as long as we do not MEAN it."
"Divine healing is the Holy Spirit repairing His own house or temple."
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SOUND DOCTRINE
John A.

t

Climenhaga

HE words of the apostle Paul to his son,
Timothy, are as necessary today, perhaps more so, as in the day in which they
were given, for it seems as if the things
described in II Timothy 4:1-4 are upon us
today in a greater way than they were
when Paul wrote them. Paul says: "I
charge thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall .judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing and
his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the
time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables."

T

Paul's admonition to Titus concerning
the nature of a bishop is just as far reaching and heart searching as his words to
Timothy. To Titus he writes: "For a
bishop must be blameless, as the steward of
God; not self-willed, not soon angry, not
given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy
lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover
of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;
Holding fast the faithful word as he hath
been taught, that he may be able by sound
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the
gainsayers."
Not long since I saw a man go up to a
preacher and I heard him say, "That is
what I call sound doctrine, that is good
preaching. God bless you.'' As nearly as I
could detect, the comment was the result
of agreement on the part of the listener.
Had I given my decision I might have
said, "that is contray to the teaching of
God's Word and as such is not sound doctrine." However isn't it true that too many
of us are prone to call the preaching which
we like, teaching with which we agree,
sound preaching and sound doctrine, and
never take the time to see if the teaching is
according to God's Word?
Only the preaching which is in harmony
with the Blessed Book, truths gathered, not
from isolated passages of scripture regardless of the context, but in the light of the
whole theme discussed can be rightly
named Sound or Flawless Doctrine. All
other teaching, be it ever so pleasing, so
harmonious to our thinking, so pleasant
and tickling to our ears is not Sound
Doctrine.
While I believe that every believer
should study God's Word very carefully
and reverently, yet for me to say that
II Tim. 2:15 is a command to do that is not
sound teaching. Again I do not believe in
touching, tasting, or handling intoxicating
beverages, but for me to say that Col. 2:21

(5)

teaches me that I should abstain from having anything to do with liquor is incorrect and can be condemned. Sound doctrine cannot be condemned. Also I believe
in separation from the world in dress but
may not use Rom. 12:2 to prove my position, for the words contained therein refer
to a physical transformation. I am conscious that all my readers may not agree
with me, but if I discriminate against them
I am not sound in my doctrine. For I am
told in Holy Writ that love shall be without dissimulation. That means without
pretense. True love works no ill to his
neighbour, nor his brother. By God's grace
I strive not to be hypocritical. I do not
desire to twist His Word to my own damnation. All exegisis to be sound doctrine
must consider the context of the statements
made. The whole tenor of the New Testament teaching is in favor of complete separation from the world. The necessity of
reading the New Testament in its entirety
and of accepting and belonging to the
Kingdom of Righteousness which naturally
excludes hate, revenge, bloodshed, etc, has
never been more imperative than at the
present time.
At sometime in my life I heard the following words given. "To understand God's
Word fully and correctly we must know by
whom the various passages were written, to
whom they were written and the cause of
them being written. This corresponds

A Preacher's Prayer
/ do not ask that crowds
May throng the temple,
That standing room be at a price,
I only ask that as I voice the
Message—they may see Christ.
I do not ask
For churchly pomp or pageant,
Or music such as wealth alone
Can buy; I only ask that as I
Voice the message—He may be nigh.
I do not ask
For earthly place or laurel,
Or for this world's
distinction
Any part; I only ask, when I have
Voiced the message, My Saviour's
Heart.
I do not ask
That men may sound my praises,
Or headlines spread my name
Abroad; I only pray that as I
Voice the message—
Hearts may find God.
—Selected.

101

with the teaching of the Book. Sound doctrine can only be based on complete research and investigation. In days gone by
I found myself guilty of thinking themes
according to my liking and early teaching,
then going to the Bible to prove my position. I confess that I \*as spiritually blind
to any position but my position and I was
mentally very indolent. I was not cured
of such wrong methods until I learned to
read the Word in some other languages
apart from the language of my youth. Now
I read whole passages of the Bible and let
"jhe Word suggest the themes. I am convinced that this method allows God's Word
to speak instead of me, and that the doctrine of God's message is Sound Doctrine.
Mine had flaws.
No other doctrine but the doctrine of
God's Word should be taught. Such was
the command of Paul to Timothy. Kindly
read I Timothy 1:3-11. Permit me to call
attention to the words found in verses
9-11: "The law is not made for a righteous
man. but for the lawless and disobedient,
for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy
and profane, for murderers of fathers and
murderers of mothers, for manslayers, or
whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for liars, for perjured
persons, and if there be any other thing
contrary to sound doctrine; According to
the glorious gospel of the blessed God."
Most of the words used by Paul are
understood by the average reader. But it
may be that some are like I am and in the
study of Scripture it becomes necessary to
consult a good dictionary to find out the
real meaning of certain words. Such is my
case concerning the word 'perjured.' This
word is explained by The Standard Dictionary as "the violation of an oath or
solemn promise." Perfume means to forswear, to falsify. "What man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him." Most heartedly do I believe that our young people should be
taught the principles of God's Word. But
when we have done that we may go no
further without being guilty of coercing
conscience. Is our doctrine sound when we
coerce? Through coercion may we not
make perjured persons? Our teaching of
Bible Doctrine should be convincing, persuasive; it should cause the mouths of the
ungodly to be stopped. But then, conscience, not law, must rule.
A few months ago I had an occasion of
meeting an immigration officer. I was there
in his office getting a permit to reenter
U.S.A. after a temporary visit to see my
sister in Canada. He enquired: "You belong to a peace loving group do you not?
You are a non-combatant in doctrine are
you not." My reply was in the affirmative.
Then he asked, "What do you teach the
young men of your congregation to d o ? " I
replied, I teach them to be true to their
(Continued on page 112)
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Special Announcements
EVANGELISTIC SLATE
E. J . SWALM, Duntroon, Ont., Can.
March—•
Ontario Bible School.
MARSHALL WINGER, Ontario, Canada
Philadelphia, Pa.—May 7.
BISH. R. I. WITTER, Navarre, H a n s .
Upland, Calif., and Chino
March
EIDER KENNETH STARR, Leonard Mich.
Rosebank, Ontario—April 23-May 7.
> <i>

i

LOVE FEASTS
Ray's Cove, Pa
May 12
Saxton, Pa
May 13
Clear Creek, Pa
May 14
Blandburg, Pa
April 8
Canoe Creek, Pa
June 17
Granville, Pa.June 3 and 4
North Franklin District, Air Hill Church,
Wednesday and Thursday, May 24, 25

1 «•• ,

BUS AND TRAIN SCHEDULE TO PLORIN,
PA. STATE COUNCIL, APRIL 5TH AND 6TH
Bus Schedule to Florin
Conestoga Traction Co. busses leave Lancaster hourly during the day a t 15 minutes
after the hour and arrive in Florin about % of
an hour later. From the west the Conestoga
busses come from Elizabethtown hourly at 15
minutes after the hour and arrive in Florin
about 15 minutes later.
These are the train connections:
Going East
Leave Harrisburg 8:47 a.m. 4:20 and 5:15 p.m.
Arrive Mt. Joy
9:18 a.m. 4:54 and 5:42 p.m.
Going West
Leave Philadelphia
8:10 a.m. and 5:10 p.m.
Arrive Mt. Joy
9:53 a.m. and 6:48 p.m.
The above-named trains will be met a t Mt.
Joy on Wednesday and Thursday mornings.
Greyhound Bus leaves Harrisburg 6:40 P. M.
Arrives a t Elizabethtown 7:16 P. M.
Transfer can be made to Conestoga bus from
Elizabethtown to Floria.

> «»» «
General Conference Notice
Shortly after t h e m e e t i n g of t h e Board
of Directors of t h e B r e t h r e n in Christ
Church a t H a r r i s b u r g , Pennsylvania , on
J a n u a r y 4, 1944, an abbreviate d and r e s t r i c t e d General Conference w a s announced
to convene on t h e evening of J u n e 7, 1944
for a Communion Service. T h e business
session proper will open on T h u r s d a y
m o r n i n g , J u n e 8, and will continue t h r o u g h
J u n e 10.
I n order to expedite t h e g a t h e r i n g of
t h e m a t e r i a l for t h e General Conference
P r o g r a m , t h e B o a r d of Directors a p p r o v e d
t h e s e n d i n g of p r i n t e d b l a n ks to all Dist r i c t Council a n d S t a t e Council Secretarie s
t o b e filled out a n d f o r w a r d e d immediately
to t h e General Conference S e c r e t a r y .
T h e p r o m p t n e s s of t h e respective Secr e t a r i e s h a s been most g r a t i f y i n g . At this
w r i t i n g almost all t h e District r e p o r t s have
been received. A n u m b e r of t h e S t a t e a n d
J o i n t - S t a t e Council r e p o r t s a r e a l r e a dy in
our h a n d s . T h e first m a t e r i a l for the Gene r a l Conference P r o g r a m will leave our
office for t h e p r i n t e r on M a r c h 15, 1944.
T h a n k s t o all w h o have co-operated so
promptly.
A t this r a t e t h e finished p r o g r a m should
be in t h e h a n d s of all officials a n d General
Conference d e l e g a t e s one m o n t h prior to
t h e convening of General Conference. This
will give plenty of t i m e for each district to
i n s t r u c t h e r d e l e g a t e s r e l a t i v e to t h e disposition of a n y question on • t h e General
Conference business docket.
H e n r y G. B r u b a k e r
G e n e r a l Conference S e c r e t a r y
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Rosie Snook
_
_
2.00
Cora Albright
5.00
D. H. Kreider
„
5.00
Walter Engle
10.00
Mabre Goins and Wife 10.00
Ohmer Herr and Wife
10.00
Ohio Brother
50.00
Harvey Hoke and Wife
10.00
Elie M. Engle
100.00
t h a n k s t o all w h o h a v e so wonderfully A Friend
_
12.00
Canada
5.00
helped. O u r joy is really overflowing. T h e Ruben Wenger
10.00
satisfaction found in t h e possession of t h i s John Garman and Wife
Edna
Harmon
2.35
BOYLE
REVIVAL—The
Lord h a s been . H o me can n o t be a d e q u a t e ly expressed in Henry Unruh and Wife
10.00
good in p e r m i t t i n g u s t o have a n o t h e r win- w o r d s . We a r e s u r e t h a t all who r e a d t h i s W. Abrans
1.00
10.00
t e r r e v i v a l . O u r evangelist, Samuel L a d y arid all who, love t h e L o r d ' s w o r k will p r a i s e Joel Carlson and Wife
Kreider
1.00
of S a n d u s k y , Mich., came t o labor w i t h u s . H i m w i t h u s a n d rejoice because t h e r e is so Mary
Graybill Wolgemuth and Wife
25.00
Meetings b e g a n on J a n u a r y 26 a n d con- fine a s p i r i t of kindly response by which A California Brother
25.00
t i n u e d until F e b r u a r y 13. T he w e a t h e r w a s t h i s good t h i n g is being done. May God Henry Miller and Wife
25.00
Friends of Missions
200.00
f a v o r a b l e a n d t h e a t t e n d a n c e quite good. bless every gift and every g i v e r !
J. M. Keefer
10.00
One S u n d a y evening t h e church w a s well
25.00
T h e r e a r e needed i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d r e - Jesse Eyster and Wife
filled a n d folks who w e h a v e n o t seen a t
J
.
C.
Engle
and
Wife
5.00
p a i r s w i t h which we h a v e gone a h e a d by
8.00
c h u r c h a t t e n d e d . B u t , a s f a r a s we know u s i n g t h e r e g u l a r Mission funds . T h i s al- Earl Breckbill and Wife
Ed.
Engle
and
Wife
•
10.00
t h e y rejected t h e t r u t h and failed to accept r e a d y totals $108.60. We feel t h a t t h e Lord Penna. Brother
5.00
Christ. We believe e t e r n i t y alone will reveal is h e l p i ng us in every s t ep to p u t t h e p r o p - C. W. Boyer and Wife
50.00
Murry Long and Wife
10.00
w h a t seed h a s been sown.
e r t y into good s h a p e a t a r e a s o n a b l e cost.
Bro. L a d y inspire d by t h e Holy Ghost And, t h e r e h a s been a wonderful s p i r i t of
TOTAL
$694.23
b r o u g h t soul s t i r r i n g messages. We a r e helpfulness shown by so m a n y who h a v e Grand Total Receipts
$2,220.30
g l a d to r e p o r t t h a t some souls w e r e honest, enabled u s t o g e t these t h i n g s done.
Expenditures
169.40
confessed t h e i r need a n d w e r e saved a n d
Balance
.• $2,050.90
L e t us t r u s t t o g e t h e r for t h e complete
o t h e r s w e r e sanctified. A n u m b e r of these p a y m e n t of t h e f o u r t h o u s a n d dollars, t h e
Sincerely,
William F. Lewis
w e r e children of our S u n d a y School. T h e r e total cost of t h e p r o p e r t y , by t h i s General
The foregoing gifts have been sent to Wila r e n e w notes of v i c t o ry in o u r services Conference. A m e n !
liam F. Lewis, who in turn forwarded them to
which m a k e s our h e a r t s rejoice. Afternoon
the Treasurer of the Home Mission Board. A
Sincerely y o u r s for souls,
part of the foregoing collections were reported
p r a y e r m e e t i n g s w e r e held in the homes
William a n d Willa Lewis, Supt.
in the Evangelical Visitor of J a n u a ry 3 and
w h e r e God m e t u s .
J a n n a Goins, a n d E v e l y n F r y s i n g e r the remainder are presented in this report. We
We held an all-day Bible Conference a t
trust that the balance remaining unpaid can be
GIFTS SENT TO "WM. P. X.EWIS
made up in the near future.
t h e b e g i n n i n g of our revival which w a s well
Gifts from Detroit
We thank every member who has had a part
a t t e n d e d a n d a t whic h t h e Holy Ghost Walter Allie and Wife
$ 75.00 in this work.
Robert Merritt
18.30
manifested H i s divine presence.
PURCHASING COMMITTEE
George Bondy
3.00
Per C. N. Hostetter, ,Jr.
O u r visiting s p e a k e r s w e r e : our evan- Norman
Pirky
10.00
Pinancial Report to March 1, 1944
gelist, Bro. L a d y ; Bro. C. Moye'r who had
God's Love Mission S. S
12.99 Balance unpaid December 1, 1943
$1,963.17
1.12
services a t S h e r k s t o n a n d B r o . J . Oldham Elizabeth Hartman
Contributions
Bright
30.00 Conoy Sunday School
who w a s at' t h e Welland Mission, a s well Mr.
$ 52.37
William Stennett
2.00 Olive Books
5.00
a s several local m i n i s t e r s .
Janna Goins
4.00 Jonas Coughlin
50.00
3.00 George H. Deihl
One, of o u r y o u n g m e n , Bro. A n d r e w Mc- Mr. Murry
_
25.00
_
7.00 Wm. Lewis Collections
Nive'n left for c a m p in B. G. t h e evening Haskel Riddle and Wife
57.71
William Lewis and Wife
9.00
at Large
76.61
following o u r revival . T h e r e w e r e over George
McKeown
5.00 Church
Joy
Giver
366.66
t w e n t y of our c o n g r e g a t i o n a t t h e s t a t i o n to Chas. Weise
2.50
Sunday School
25.00
Sarah Kranick
10.00 Elizabethtown
see h i m off. W e miss h i m a t our services.
Union Grove Sunday School
51.00
James
Young
1.00 Bro.
A s Bro. L a d y goes to other fields of labor Mr. Lindburg
and
Sr.
Carl
Stump
10.00
5.00
10.00
we wish h i m t h e richest of God's blessings. Basel Montgomery
1.00 A Sister, Fayetteville
Fairland Sunday School
25.00
Mr. Marshall
_
25.00 Wm.
—Cor. M. K. H .
Collections
277.00
Dorothy Hartsock
51.75 Wm. Lewis
Lewis
Collections
372.35
Lee Marritt
22.00
John Montgomer and Wife
18.00
TOTALS
$1,403.70
Mildred
Beaudone
_
11.00
Iowa
$559.47
June McPrisby
_ _
2.00 Balance unpaid March 1, 1944
Spas Angelcovich
3.00
» *tm i
DES MOINES,
IA.—Our
revival is j u s t Leta Craighton
6.00
_
44.00
over, w i t h four, weeks of spirit-filled mes- Evangelical Church
Love Mission S. S
57.71
Pennsylvania
s a g e s from our evangelist H . W. L a n d i s . God's
TOTAL
_.$439.38
T h e Lord m e t w i t h u s in a g r a c i o u s w a y .
MESSIAH
LIGHTHOUSE
CHAPEL,
Gifts from Michigan State
M a n y souls received help, a n d several beMooretown
S.
S
$100.00
1175
Bailey
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
H
a
r
r
i
s
b
u
r
g
,
P
a
.—Once
came established in t h i s m e e t i n g . T h e after- M. Kitely
5.00
a g a i n we extend g r e e t i n g s of C h r i s t i a n
noon p r a y e r m e e t i n g s w e r e well a t t e n d e d Samuel Lady and Wife
5.00
17.00 love to t h e R e a d e r s of t h e E v a n g e l i c a l Visand battles were prayed through.
Two Leonard S. S
itor, a n d s u b m i t our r e p o r t of activities. We
m e m b e r s w e r e t a k e n into the church on t h e
TOTAL
$127.00
t h a n k t h e Lord for t h e privilege of p r ol a s t S u n d a y evening of t h e revival. How
Prom Other Sources
claiming t h e gospel in t h i s p a r t of H i s
t h a n k f u l we a r e t h a t God still h e a r s a n d an- E. V. Publishing House
$ 9.-26
5.37 m o r a l v i n e y a r d .
s w e r s p r a y e r in these days w h e n t h e devil Refund of Taxes
J e s u s said t h a t H i s s e r v a n t s a r e to w o r k
is doing h i s b e s t t o d r a g souls into hell
TOTAL
$14.63
while t h e y h a v e t h e day, for t h e n i g h t Comw i t h o u t t h e Lord. We as s a i n t s h a v e a g r e a t
Gifts from Sunday Schools Out of Michigan
$227.30 eth w h e n no m a n can work. T h a t n i g h t
responsibility to hold on for t h e s e precious Beulah Chapel (Ohio)
Hill (Ohio)
64.00 m i g h t be t h e closing of unlimite d gospel
souls. M a y t h e L o r d help us t o do o u r p a r t , Pleasant
Rosebank (Ont.)
52.47
and be alive for H i m . —Cor., A n n e Wyld. Sippo (Ohio)
25.00 p r e a c h i n g privileges. Or, t h e n i g h t of closMt. Pleasant (Pa.)
10.00 ing o p p o r t u n i t y m i g h t be t h e t e r m i n a t i o n of
Pleasant Hill (Kans.)
25.00
Boyle (Ont.)
61.00 t h e individual life, who needs to be saved.
Or, t h a t n i g h t m i g h t be t h e unexpected
Locke (Ind.)
25.10
Michigan
Fairview (Ohio)
15.00 cessation of o u r own life, t h u s s h o r t e n i n g
Grantham (Pa.)
33.19 o u r privilege of l a y i n g up r e w a r d s , a g a i n s t
GOD'S LOVE MISSION
PARSONAGE, Christian Union (Ind.)
25.00
Special Report—Dear
R e a d e r F r i e n d : T h e Zion (Kans.)
_
125.00 t h e d a y of t h e M a s t e r ' s reckoning.
Cross
Roads
(Pa.)
200.00
T r u l y , our h e a r t s a r e challenged to go
following r e p o r t is m a d e according to o u r
Parallel (Okla.))
27.00
account a s of F e b r u a r y 22, 1944, a n d is a Manheim (Pa.)
10.00 f o r w a r d faithfully in t h e M a s t e r ' s service,
knowing t h a t the "King's business requires
complete list of t h e donors whose g i f t s came
TOTAL
$945.06
h a s t e . " T h e r e is so m u c h to be done for
t h r o u g h our h a n d s only. All t h i s money h a s
Gifts from Persons Out of Michigan
Christ.
been, or will be, f o r w a r d e d to t h e t r e a s u r e r F. Heisey
$ .88
The s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e of our fall q u a r t e r
15.00
of t h e H o m e Mission B o a r d , Rev. A b n e r Roy Crawford
Wm. Jantz and Wife
11.00 w a s t h e e n t h u s i a s m a n d i n t e r e s t g e n e r a t e d
Martin.
A Friend
5.00 in o u r S u n d a y School in its efforts t o w a r d
We t h e w o r k e r s a n d t h e m e m b e r s of our John Keller
10.00 expansion. A n enrollment figure of 100 w a s
1.00
Mission fellowship w a n t to e x p r e s s p r o p e r Mr. Payton
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set as a goal. A plan involving live gold We have acknowledged them individually in
fish was used as a visual idea, and young as connection with the financial report. At.
well as older caught the enthusiasm and ac- this point we express publicly our sincere
cepted the challenge. Some losses, due to thanks to all who have shared in thus standmoving, had occurred earlier, but the enroll- ing by the work. God bless you, each and
ment was revised, and the school set to work every one.
to obtain new members. By the end of the
There remains a balance of about $250.00
quarter 38 new members had been added to to this indebtedness. God's remembrance of
the roll, and our total stood at 98. This this place, in the past, gives us confidence in
gave us a 40% increase in enrollment in the the future; and it challenges us to increased
last period of the year.
service and faithfulness. We will appreciate
Now in the New Year we have exceeded a continuation of your interest in prayer
our goal, and attendance is continuing good. and support, as God directs.
This has brought increased attendance at
F i n a n c i a l R e p o r t f o r Oct., Nov., D e c , 1943
our morning preaching service. It is not the B a l a n c e c a r r i e d f o r w a r d , Oct. 1
$ 39.07
mere reaching of goals, however. It is that
Receipts
so many more boys and girls, men and C h a p e l O f f e r i n g s
250.33
60.25
women, who otherwise would be without the O s c a r a n d R o s a R a s e r
M.
B
.
C.
M
a
l
e
Q
u
a
r
t
e
t
1.5*0
benefits of the house of the Lord are thus M i l d r e d G u l l e t t e
2.00
being taught the Word of God and are G e o r g e a n d V i o l e t L e n h e r t
10.00
10.00
under the sound of the gospel, which alone M e s s i a h L i g h t h o u s e S. S. ( C o a l )
essiah Live W i r e s (Coal)
10.00
is able to save from sin. We thank the Lord M
P a u l B i g h a m (Coal)
10.00
for this blessing of His upon our efforts. It C a t h e r i n e K i t n e r
3.00
1.00
is "God that giveth the increase." To Him L . J . M o s s
Mrs. Grace Fitzgerald
2.00
be the glory.
In His Name
5.00
Thanksgiving Time in Messiah Light- I n H i s N a m e
1.00
1.00
house Chapel was again marked by a special I n H i s N a m e
M
e
s
s
i
a
h
L
i
v
e
W
i
r
e
s
5.00
dinner for childrden, an annual feature of L e o n a r d a n d H a r r i e t F a l k
2.00
this work. About forty-two children were R o y G i n g e r i c h
5.00
1.00
served a delicious holiday meal, in our own R u t h F u n k
H
a
r
r
i
e
t
a
n
d
L
e
i
g
h
t
o
n
M
a
n
n
5.00
basement. Our local people assisted in the A n d r e w a n d R u t h S l a g e w e i t
:
5.00
work, and shared in the cost of the same. J o e l B. C a r l s o n
20.00
Outside persons sharing in the project are D o r o t h y W e n g e r
2.00
8.00
gratefully acknowledged to be the follow- SI no pHh iias PNaaymn ee
1.55
ing: The United Workers Class of the May- F r i e n d of M i s s i o n s
1.23
town Sunday School, $12.50; Howard and
T
O
T
A
L
$461.93
Pearl Wolgemuth, $5.00, and several perTotal Disbursements
463.00
sons giving anonymously.
A very precious Watch Night Service
Deficit D e c . 31, 1943
$ 2.07
was again held on the last night of the old
Disbursements
^ear. The Lord's presence was graciously
$103.64
felt. Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr., Secretary T a b l e
epairs
7.99
of the Home Mission Board, gave the mes- R
Electricity
39.20
sage, proclaiming "the Lamb of God, as G a s
:
10.05
provided for the world, for the nation, for P h o n e
14.32
Charity
3.38
the household, and for the man."
P a s t o r ' s Offering s
46.58
Our revival meeting was held in January, W a t e r
7.40
with Bishop E. J. Swalm as the evangelist. Coal
163.95
E
q
u
i
p
m
e
n
t
11.93
Our brother's able declaration of the great M a i n t e n a n c e a n d S e r v i c e
7.62
truths of salvation was deeply appreciated. C a r E x p e n s e
38.50
Attendance was good; interest was keen; M i s c e l l a n e o u s
8.44
conviction was manifest. Seventeen souls
TOTAL
$463.00
sought the Lord for varying needs, in the
e gratefully acknowledge t h e following!
night services. There was rejoicing as they c oW
n t r i b u t i o n s u p t o D e c . 31st, t o t h e f u n d f o r
gave testimonies of praise for hungers sat- t h e h e a t i n g c h a n g e s m a d e in t h e b u i l d i n g ; i n n of s t o k e r a n d n e c e s s a r y p l u m b i n g :
isfied. A very precious altar service ob- s trai lelna dt i oof
M i s s i o n s , $200.00; A l b e r t a n d L y d i a
tained at one of the Week Day Bible School FGood,
$25.00; I n H i s N a m e , $1.00; I n H i s N a m e ,
sessions, when around thirty children knelt $5.00; I n H i s N a m e , $1.00; J o e l E . C a r l s o n ,
B e u l a h R o s e C a r l s o n , $4.00; R o y e e
at the front altar, seeking thet Lord. S$10.00;
a l t z m a n , $5.00; D a v i d H . W e n g e r ( S h i p p e n s Though some of the children were young, b u r g ) , $10.00; E t h e l E l t h e r i n g t o n , $10.00; M a r y
there was appreciable solemnity to this serv- S. M v e r s , ( M t . J o y ) , $5.00; P a l m y r a S u n d a y
School, $25.00; D a u g h t e r s of t h e K i n g S u n d a y
ice, some tears were shed, there was School
C l a s s , ( E l i z a b e t h t o w n ) , $15.00; S a m u e l
penitence revealed, and we believe deep im- E n s m i n g e r , $1.00; B r o . a n d Sr. C l a r k , ( N e w v i l l e ) , $5.00; R o y H . W e n g e r ( C a r l i s l e ) $100.
pressions resulted.
Contributions, P r o v i s i o n s , e t c . — S o p h i a
In the opening of the new year, Sister P aOther
yne, R u t h Hammond, Mildred Gullette, Mrs.
Ruth Hammond, who formerly labored in the E a r l C u t m a n , S a m B r e h m s , M r s . M a r t i n B a l d Kentucky Mission Field, came to labor as win, H o w a r d a n d P e a r l W o l g e m u t h , O s c a r
asers, Walter Heiseys, Phares Wolgemuth,
a worker with us. We pray God to bless her R
Bro. Toder, Irvin Wolgemuth, (canned goods);
richly, as we welcome her into city mission P a u l M a r t i n , A n d r e w S l a g e n w e i t , L y d i a Good,
work, where the task is so large, the field P a u l a n d M a e N i e s l e y , E t h e l E l t h e r i n g t o n , P a l yra
Young
People's
Fellowship
Group,
ever widening, and the workers too few. m
( C h r i s t m a s b o x of g r o c e r i e s , C h r i s t m a s d a i n War conditions with their reaction upon the t i e s , p e r s o n a l g i f t s . T h i s y o u n g p e o p l e ' s g r o u p
r o r d i n a r y -custom of g i v i n g
homes of America have only increased the se ua cs ph e nodtehde r t ha e igift,
nd instead poured their
duties of the church, particularly in rela- l o v e i n t o a m i s s i o n aoffering.
God b l e s s t h e m
tion to the children, who so often are with- f o r t h i s v i s i o n a n d t h e i r s a c r i f i c e ) .
out any religious training in the home
We appreciate every sacrifice involved
whatsoever.
In our last quarterly report we made a and every love manifested in support of this
special appeal for funds to help liquidate portion of God's work. We pray God to
indebtedness involved in certain heating bless you all. If any item might have been
changes affected in this building. We are overlooked in giving credit, do not fail to
truly grateful for the response received, call our attention to it. Keep praying for us,
and give thanks to the Lord for the co-oper- that we may be able to win many to rightation of His children. More than once our eousness.
Yours for Christ and the Church,
hearts were moved in humility and deep
gratitude as contributions were received.
Joel E. Carlson and Worers.
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MOUNT PLEASANT—Revival meetings
were held at the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in
Christ Church beginning Feb. 26, and continuing for two weeks with Rev. Graybill
Wolgemuth as evangelist. The interest
was good. Many neighbors and members
of sister churches attended. The Spirit of
the Lord was present night after night.
Sinners were saved, backsliders reclaimed
and believers sanctified. There are many
others we would like to see progress in
the kingdom of God. The meeting has
closed but we trust that the revival will
continue until many others have been won
from sin to Christ.
May God's blessing rest upon Bro. Wolgemuth as he continues to point sinners
to the Lamb of God.—Correspondent.
WAYNESBORO,
,PENNA. — We have
had the blessed privilege of- another series
of revival meetings, continuing two weeks
from January 16, conducted by Bish. E. J.
Swalm from Duntroon, Ont., Canada.
Although Bro. Swalm could not be with
us for the first three nights, we enjoyed inspirational messages brought to us by Eld.
Graybill Wolgemuth of Mt. Joy, Pa., and
our pastor, Bish. Samuel Wolgemuth.
Bro. Swalm came filled with the true love
of God. His messages were based on the
Word of God, bringing conviction to sin-sick
souls. A number knelt at the altar of prayer, receiving definite help, some for the first
time and others for consecration and for a
deeper work of (Trace. Join us in prayer for
those who did not yield to the tender pleadings of the Holy Spirit.
On Sunday morning, January 30, a Decision Day Service was held. We know that
the spirit of conviction was very keenly
felt.
The last Thursday evening of the meeting Bro. Swalm gave a special talk to the
young folk, which we are sure they enjoyed.
The last Friday evening Bro. Swalm gave
his experience as a C. O. during World
War I. We know that this was enjoyed by
all who were present, and was especially
interesting to the young men who are facing practicallv the same circumstances today.
The interest and attendance of the church
as well as the community was splendid
throughout the two weeks.
May God's rich blessing rest on Bro.
Swalm and his labors as he goes to other
fields.
—Cor.
A TESTIMONY—While
on my knees this
sixth day of December, I felt what needy
creatures we are. And I began to thank God
as never before that we are still on praying
ground and interceding terms with Christ.
When we hear and read of all the terrible
conditions in the world, we are moved to
feel that if we would humble ourselves and
pray and seek God's face and turn from our
wicked ways; then God would hear from
Heaven and would forgive our sin and heal
our land. (II Chron. 7:14).
I felt I should go over to my neighbor
(she is a praying woman) and we would
call upon God. We should thank God that
in this land we are protected yet, have
plenty of good water to drink, bread to eat
and everything we need in abundance. We
really have all we could want. While many
are driven out of their homes we have
homes to live in, warm clothes to wear and
all comforts in life. Thank God for his
great mercy.
Our revival is now in the past, conducted
by our dear Bro. Jesse F. Lady as evangelist. He brought us some striking messages,
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especially on consecrated, holy living. My
soul was just revelling in the truth
preached.
One evening of our revival was spent on
our knees for our dear bovs. Who knows
whether they will ever all come back to us?
Another evening was spent for divine healing. Quite a few were anointed and got
help. God's presence could be felt and we
are glad to report victory. There was not
so much outward manifestation nor many
souls saved. But the effort put forth was
not in vain. The meeting was fairly well
attended.
Neighbors attended frequently
and were blessed by the good preaching.
—Amanda Snyder, Silverdale.

— MARRIAGES —
HEISEY-KIELEE—Bro. Warren He'sey, son
of Bro. and Sr. Jacob Heisey, Mastersonville,
Pa., and Sr. Mary Virginia Kibler, daughter of
Bro. and Sr. Charles Kibler, Washington Boro,
R. 1, Fa., were united in marriage on Wednesday, March 8, 1044, at the home of the officiating minister Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Sr. May
God's blessing attend these young people
through life.

EVANGELICAL

great-grandmother prophesied an unusual life
for him. He was preceded in death by twin
sisters when they were only a few days old.
He was the first of those who grew to maturity to break the family circle.
He leaves behind to mourn his untimely
death, but to rejoice in the assurance of his
fuller life beyond: his wife; his aged father
and mother; three sisters: Mary (Mrs. Harold
Kniesly) of near West Milton, Ohio; Martha
of Troy, and Rachel (Mrs. Paul Book) of
Abilene, Kansas; six brothers: Irvin, Clarence
and Samuel, all of near Pleasant Hill; Jesse of
Nappanee, Indiana; Howard of Phillipsburg,
Ohio and David of Elizabethtown, Penna.; an
aged grandmother, twelve nephews and six
nieces, a host of cousins, other relatives and
friends.
From our human point of view we cannot
desist from wondering why one so young, so
stalwart, so noble, so conscientious, so consecrated to his deepest convictions and his loftiest ideals, should be so suddenly and seemingly prematurely snatched away. But our
human view is faulty. Perhaps it was not premature after all in the omniscient
wisdom of
our Heavenly Father. For "he1 being dead yet
speaketh." And our Heavenly Father wanted
this choicest character to grace His celestial
choir.

It Is Not Death
Dr.

KSTEPPEB - M E I I I I I N G - E R — On Saturday,
March 11, 1944 a t .11:00 o'clock at the home of
the bride, Sr. Anna Ruth Mellinger, daughter
of the late Elmer Mellinger and Sr. Rhoda
Mellinger Stern of Mt. Joy, Ja., and Bro. Abner
A. Knepper, son of Bro. and Sr. Adam Knepper
of Chambersburg, Pa., were united in marriage
in the presence of relatives and friends.
The ceremony was performed by Bish. J. T.
Ginder, assisted by Eld. Abner H. Martin, great
uncle of the bride. May God's blessing rest
upon them through life.
MYERS-EI1TINGEIE—Bro. Eli Myers of Orrstown, Pa., and Sr. Lizzie B. Bittinger of
Shippensburg, Pa. were united in holy wedlock, "March 6 a t 7:30 o'clock at the home of
the officiating minister, Bish. Charlie Byers.
May God's richest blessing attend this couple
through life.

— O B I T U A R I ES —
HOOVER—Ezra Paul Hoover, son of Elmer
B. and Lydia E. (Hoke) Hoover, was born in
Montgomery County, Ohio, near the old Highland Church, on April 10, 1921. He departed
this life on March 1, 1944, at the age of 22
years, 10 months and 20 days.
Ezra had a genuine experience of salvation
when very young, and was baptized and received into the fellowship of the Brethren in
Christ Church in Miami District, Ohio, on June
3, 1934. He remained true to his profession,
faithful to his Saviour and Lord, and loyal to
his church until his tragic death.
The major part of his life was spent in the
home community, near West Milton and later
near Pleasant Hill, Ohio. His earlier schooling
was gained at Englewood, Ohio, and he graduated as valedictorian of the class of 1939 from
Newton High School, Pleasant Hill, Ohio. After an interim of one year, during which he was
earning for the financing of his further education, he entered Messiah Bible College. He
distinguished himself there, as he had done
elsewhere as an earnest student, an honest
worker and a youth of deep convictions. He
served as president of the student c.ouncil
during his Sophomore year, besides winning
numerous lesser honors. He was graduated
from the Junior College in 1942.
On June 28 of the same year he was united
in holy matrimony with the girl of his dreams,
Anna Herr of near Lebanon, Pennsylvania.
Their honeymoon was scarcely begun, when it
was so unexpectedly interrupted. Immediately
after their wedding they were employed on a
Hershey Industrial School unit, serving there
until his work was accidently finished. While
working in the corn barn on Wednesday afternoon, March 1, he fell from an overhead loft,
breaking the tender thread of life. Although,
not discovered until sometime later, he must
have been unconscious from the time of his
fall.
He was the eleventh in a family of twelve,
of whom ten reached maturity. He was the
seventh son, and at the time of his birth his

It is
To
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by Eld. Alonzo Vannatter. Interment in the adjoining cemetery.
WIH&ERD—Emma Rhodes Wingerd was
born December 6, 1879, near Elmo, Kansas.
She was the oldest of eleven children born to
Jacob and Bertha Rhodes.
In 1899 she was married to Harvey G.
Wingerd. To these parents were born nine
children: Kenneth of Rossville, Kans.; Arlene
of Salina, Kans.; Fern of Kansas City; Eldon
of Washington, D. C ; Dorothy of Alhambra,
Calif.; Winston of Pasadena, Calif.; Keith of
Lowery Field, Colo., and Vernon Earl and
Allen the two oldest boys preceded their
mother in death. Of the Rhodes family there
remains three sisters and five brothers.
In 1904 at the age of 25 years she was converted and united with the Brethren in Christ
Church and the Belle Springs congregation
near Navarre, where she worshipped until her
recent illness. Her absorbing interest was the
welfare of her children. Even in the midst of
distress and illness this concern remained
until the last.
On February 29, 1944, at the age of 64 years,
2 months and 23 days she left her family, and
eight grandchildren, to receive her eternal reward after an illness which confined her to her
bed for about eighteen months. Interment in
the Belle Springs Cemetery. Bishop R. I.
Witter in charge.

Bethune

not death to die,
leave this weary road,
'midst the brotherhood on
be at home with God.

Relief and Service
(Continued from page 98)
high

It is not death to close
The eye long dimmed by tears,
And wake, in glorious repose
To spend eternal years.
It is not death to bear
The wrench that sets us free
From dungeon chain, to breathe
air
' Of boundless
liberty.
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Jesus, Thou Prince of
life!
Thy chosen cannot die;
Like Thee, they conquer in the strife,
To reign with Thee on high.
MUSSES—Rev. Amos O. Musser of Martinsburg, West Virginia, was born near Mt.
Joy, Pa., December 28, 1869. At his death he
was 75 years and 3 months.
At the age of twenty he was converted and
joined the Brethren in Christ Church. He
married Lydia Sollenberger of Chambersburg,
Pa. To this union was born three sons: Norm » , Amos, Jr., and David. Sometime after
Lydia's death he married Dessie Myers of
Chambersburg, Pa. Two children survive this
marriage, James and Ruth.
Bro. Musser was called of God as a missionary to South Africa and was there nearly
six years. He later lived in California and
spent the last months in West Virginia. Two
brothers preceded him in death, Bish. Levi O.
Musser and Benjamin O. Musser. Three sons
and one daughter survive; also two brothers,
Christ O. Musser of Kansas and Rev. Henry
O. Musser of Elizabethtown.
IONS—Charles Wesley Long of Walsingham, Ontario, was born at Marston, Ontario,
on July 15, 1883 and died on February 22, 1944.
He was married to Martha Caroline Gibbons
on January 1, 1906. He leaves to mourn, his
widow and the following children: Mrs. Lawrence Roswell of Brantford, Ont.; Ray of
Walsingham, Ont.; Mrs. Hubert Karnes, Jr., of
Langton, Ont., and Alfred, Elmer and E v a at
home. Ten grandchildren also survice.
Funeral services were conducted a t the
Bethel Church by Eld. John A. Nigh, assisted

General Conf. Mennonite
Hutterian Brethren
Krimmer Mennonite Brethren
Mennonite
Mennonite Brethren
Mennonite Brethren in Christ
Missionary Church
Mennonite Kleine Gemeinde
Old Order Amish
Old Order Mennonite
Reformed Amish Christian
Reformed Mennonite
United Zion's Children
Old Order River Brethren

492
11
28
1163
173
32
5
10
277
40
2
4
3
1

Total

2579

Special Projects
During the past four months, 952 men
have transferred to special projects, as follows:
Methodists
3
Catholic
8
Brethren .'.
255
Friends
315
Mennonite
,
.371
Total

952

Logic of the War

Situation

"The logic of the situation seems to .demand that those who refuse to fight when
their country is at war should meet the involuntary sacrifice of those who are drafted
to kill their enemies, with a voluntary sacrifice fully as heroic for the civilian relief of
human suffering."
—John Umble, in Goshen College Bulletin.
Israel delayed building the Temple for
fifteen years; the Church of Christ put off
for fifteen centuries the reaching of the unreached millions.

God's

children

» ^»» «
are promised

outward

opposition but it is never outward opposition that prevents a forward march, but always inward failure.
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SHOULD A CHRISTIAN FIGHT?

have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his." (Rom. 8 : 9 ) . Isaiah says, "Come now,
and let us reason together." (Isa. 1:18).
Let us reason this question in the light of
the preceding examples and scriptural
references.
If you allow the Holy Spirit to be your
instructor and you study the examples and
teachings of Jesus, can you come to any
other conclusion than this: That His teaching is opposed to war and bloodshed? Set
aside all pre-conceived notions and ideas
and all prejudices against this doctrine,
and can you not see that Jesus is the Prince
of Peace and that His followers are the
children of peace? "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God." (Matt. 5 : 9 ) . There is no
blessing pronounced on those that make
war.
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P. J. Wfebe
"God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his son."
Heb. 1:1 and 2.

M

expect His followers to use the sword. I
am firmly convinced that if God's children
would allow the Holy Spirit to interpret
this Scripture for them, they would come
to the conclusion that Jesus does not expect
His followers to fight. To my mind this is
one of the best texts on nonresistance.
The same could be said of John 18:36.
Here Jesus says, "My kingdom is not of
this world: if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that"!
should not be delivered to the Jews: but
now is my kingdom not. from hence." If
we put this in the form of a syllogism it
would read like this: Major Premire, my
servants would fight, if my kingdom were
of this world. Minor Premire, my kingdom
is not of this world. Conclusion, Therefore my servavnts will not fight. And if we
obey Christ's Golden Rule we will not fight.
(Luke 6 : 3 1 ; Matt. 7 : 1 2 ) . "And as ye
would that men should do to you, do ye
also to them likewise."

ANY books and pamphlets have been
written in the last few years on the
subject of nonresistance. And I heartily
agree with these that I have read, because
they set forth this doctrine in such a clear
light that I would not undertake to criticize
them. However, I shall try to discuss this
subject in a new light and from a different
angle.
Many people try to justify war by quoting from the Old Testament. They forget
to consider that we are living in the dispensation of grace and that some things
which were permitted in the old dispensation, are positively forbidden in the new.
God spoke unto the fathers by the prophets,
but He speaks to us by His Son, and our
business is to obey the Son. (Mark 9 : 7 ;
Moreover Jesus is called the Prince of
Deut. 18:15). In His Sermon on the Peace. Isa. 9:6. "He is brought as a lamb
Mount Jesus made it very plain that His to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
teaching is different from the Old Testa- shearers is dumb, so he openeth not His
ment teaching for He says, "Ye have heard mouth." (Isa. 5 3 : 7 ) . Christ's birth was
that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, announced by the angels saying that there
and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, should be peace on earth, and good will
That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall toward men. (Luke 2 : 1 4 ) . But it is very
smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him evident that the opposite conditions exist,
the other also. And if any man will sue because people will not submit to the
thee at the law, and take away thy coat, Prince of Peace. Paul says, "If any man
let him have thy cloke also. Ye have heard
that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I say
" W h y is the House of God
unto you, love your enemies, bless them
Forsaken?"
that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully
(Nehemiah 13:11)
use you, and persecute you." (Matt.
5:38-44).
Roy J. Wilkins,
From these and other teachings of Jesus
it is very evident that He does not expect Why is the House of God forsaken?
His servants to fight. Moreover in the tenth What meaneth all these empty pews?
chapter of John, Jesus says that He is the Have men forgotten their Creator?
Good Shepherd and His sheep follow Him. Have they no love for God's Good News?
God's people are called sheep and we know
that sheep do not fight. Nowhere are the Why is the House of God forsaken?
followers of Jesus called wolves, or bears, Do men not feel sin's weight they bear?
or lions. But wherever His followers are Do they not sense they need the Saviour?
compared with animals, it is always those Are they not burdened down with care?
of a harmless type, like doves, lambs or
sheep. When Jesus speaks of the final Why is the House of God forsaken?
judgment, He says that the sheep shall be Why hundreds of churches closed today?
put on the right hand and the goats on the Must it not be that we'er approaching
The time of the sad, great 'falling away?'
left. (Matt. 2 5 : 3 3 ).
When Christ was arrested in the Garden,
Peter tried to defend Him and with his
sword cut off the ear of one of the servants.
Jesus immediately rebuked Peter and said
unto him, "Put up thy sword into the
sheath." (John 18:11). From this statement it is very evident that Jesus did not

Come!

Let us 'assemble ourselves together!'
Oh saints, how we need to gather There!
And souls without the Saviour, come!
You'll find Him in the House of Prayer!
Dodge Center, Minnesota.

I have been trying to show what Christ
teaches on this subject. Now let us see
what Paul says about it. "For though we
walk in the flesh, we do not war after the
flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strongholds." (II Cor.
10:3, 4 ) . It is very plain that according to
the teaching of Paul, we do not fight with
carnal weapons, but with spiritual weapons.
The wars of this world are fought with
carnal weapons. When Paul says we are
to put on the whole armour of God, he
does not mean the natural armour, but the
spiritual. Paul expresses a similar thought
in I Cor. 6:6 and 7. 'But brother goeth to
law with brother, and that before the unbelievers. Now therefore there is utterly a
fault among you, because ye go to law one
with another. Why do ye not rather take
wrong? Why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?"
It is very evident that the Christians in
the early church did not fight, nor engage
in carnal warfare. It was not until more
than 300 years after Christ that Christian
professors began to enlist in the armies of
Rome. The question is sometimes asked,
What would become of this world if all
people would believe as you do? In the
first place, the time will never come in this
world that all people will accept the nonresistant doctrine. In the second place, it
would be a glorious world if people would
quit their fighting and become the followers of the Prince of Peace. But Jesus says,
"There shall be wars and rumors of war."
However, when the Prince of Peace will
set up His kingdom, wars will cease. (Isa.
2:4; Micah4:3).
(To be concluded)
"Pardon, not wrath, is God's best attribute."—Bayard Taylor.
"Paul said, 'I believe God'. - Some of
us believe rumors, and our testimony is
soured."
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THE THREEFOLD LIFE OF JESUS
Isaiah F. Bashore
And there are also many other things
which Jesus did, the which, if they should
be written every one, I suppose that even
the world (earth) itself could not contain
the books that should be written.
(Jno.
21:25. But these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through his name. (John 20:31.)
T H E LIFE HE

LIVED

T H I S text of Scripture may sound like an
extravagant statement of the Apostle
John.
Perhaps it is not to be taken as
literally as it reads. It may be that John,
who was somewhat of a seer was looking
in prophetic vision, down the long corridors of time, and saw the vast number of
books that would be written about Jesus
the Christ. How true that from that day to
this, volume after volume has been written,
and as long as books will be written, thousands will make their contributions to the
books already written. But reader, may
we ask: have you appropriated the truth of
John 20:31?
As a child Jesus was subject to His parents, running errands, doing chores around
the-Jhouse, or helping His foster-father in
the little carpenter shop, at Nazareth. But
His real life, the life He came to earth to
live, began with His baptism at the beginning of His public ministry. Jesus was
the only person who ever lived a perfect
life, and allow us to say that He was the
only One who was perfectly human, and
humanly perfect. But in His humanity He
was subject to temptation just like any ordinary mortal. (Heb. 4:15.) That was
never said of any man before or after Him.
He was the sinless one, yet He bore the
sins of many. Varied were the accusations
brought against Him, yet He could say,
"Which of you convinceth Me of sin,"
(John 8 : 4 6 ) . "And ye know that He was
manifested to take away our sins; and in
Him was no sin," (I John 3 : 5 ) .
Jesus lived an unselfish life. He was
always considerate of the welfare of others. This was clearly demonstrated in the
first miracle He performed at a wedding
that the festivities might go on uninterrupted. A seminary student won a prize for
writing a composition on this event. It
was the shortest of all compositions sent
in, and ran as follows: "The innocent
water looked in the face of its Creator and
• blushed." He loved to caress, and bless
the little children that clustered about Him,
and rebuked His disciples for wanting to
drive them away. He lived a life of
mercy, and help.
Wherever there was
physical need, He was there to render aid.
There is no record, however, that He ever

•

•

supplied material aid to the poor and
needy, for Himself had not where to lay
His head. He came to do the works of
His Father in Heaven, to forgive sins, cast
out devils, heal the sick, cure the deaf,
dumb, blind, and crippled folk, raise the
dead. These things were more important
to suffering humanity than providing material comfort to the poor. This is still
true in our day.
Our Christ Jesus was a much-misunderstood man. The Jews regarded Him as a
religious radical. "He is beside Himself,"
His friends said. He was appreciated least
of all in His own town. Others said, "Is
not this the carpenter's S o n ? " How well
did He know when He said, "A prophet is
not without honor, save in his own country, and in His own house." Even His

Like Mary
Fannie E. Davidson
I would be like Mary, Lord,
Always near the One adored.
Listening to Thy gentle voice,
Makes this heart of mine rejoice.
Rapture, bliss and peace divine,
Fills my being as I dine
On the Living Bread so true;
How it thrills,
As new truths in Thee, I view.
Sitting there at Thy dear feet,
Learning lessons sacred, sweet;
There the burdens mine to bear,
Lighter grow as Thou dost share.
Sorrow's tears are quickly dried,
Heartaches vanish by Thy side,
For Thou sayest, "Trust in me."
How it thrills,
When I give them all to Thee.
Blest retreat within, my breast,
Where Vm free from all unrest;
Sweet communion there I know,
Setting all my life aglow.
There the tempter's power is nil,
And I seek to do Thy will.
What a quiet, holy place;
How it thrills,
When 1 glimpse Thy smiling face.
Mary chose the best by far,
Caught the gates of heaven ajar,
When she drew with Thee apart,
Bid the cares of life depart,
While she feasted on Thy Word,
Which her heart so strangely stirred;
I would be like her, dear Lord,
How it thrills,
Thy approval my reward.
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brothers at that time did not believe in
Him. Jesus by His faultless life aroused
the jealousy and hatred of the Sanhedrin,
Priests, Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees.
Never before had a man dared to oppose
or expose their hypocrisy, and that publicly. Day after day they followed Him,
in His words trying to find that by which
they might accuse Him and put Him to
death. But they could not apprehend Him
before His time. Jesus feared no man, yet
loved everybody, even His enemies, although He hated their evil ways. Despite
His many miracles, there were only a few
who believed Him to be the Son of God.
Note His rebuking the people for their unbelief. (John 10:36-38.) For three years
the Christ of Nazareth went about doing
good, and the more good He did the more
the rulers hated Him.
When the time came for Him to lay
down His life, He steadfastly set His face
to go to Jerusalem. He had lived among
men and now He was ready to die for men
that they might be saved. How His great
heart of compassion yearned for those who
rejected Him! When He looked upon the
multitudes as they thronged to hear Him
speak, they appeared to Him as so many
starving sheep, without a guarding and
protecting shepherd. (Mark 6:34.) Even
a lad was so engrossed by His gracious
words that he forgot all about his small
lunch, and later had the privilege of seeing it used to satisfy the hunger of many
thousands. It may well be said of Jesus
that He was always more sorrowful than
glad, "A Man of sorrows, acquainted with
grief." (Isa. 53:3.) At the close of each
strenuous day He retired alone to the
mountain fastnesses, where He could commune uninterrupted with His Father in
Heaven, and learn what His will for the
next day was. He owned the universe, yet
had no home of His own, and in His travels relied upon the hospitality of His
friends. He was the most popular, yet the
most lonesome mortal on earth; the most
publicly acclaimed, yet the most rejected
of men. Even His chosen disciples failed
to understand Him, and when He told them
that He was to be crucified, Peter chided
Him. He preached eternal life to spiritually dying men and women all around Him.
(John 10:10.) As He approached the end
of His earthly ministry, the weight of the
world's sin bore down upon Him with increasing force. His humanity quailed at
the impending agony of the Cross that rose
continually before Him, but His Spirit remained resolute to the end. The shadow
of the Cross was ever before Him, and on
that memorable Thursday, He entered upon His last great struggle that brought to a
tragic finish His perfect, sinless • life, as
Son of God, and Son of Man.
(To be continued'
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"Christmas at Saharsa"
By Airgraph

to Anna M.

Steckley

Leora G. Yoder

G

REETINGS to the Visitor Family:
For school children Christmas is more
than a day—it is a holiday. The girl's
school Christmas holiday was from December 18 to January 2. About six girls
went to their homes in Begu Sarai, Madhipura, Barjora and Dumeria. A few remained here because their parents did not
come to take them home. But the most
of the school girls are orphanage girls,
and being such had no place to go. Two
of the teachers left the school too, one
Robert Christian who had taught the second half of the year, and the other Priti
Das who was engaged to be married a
couple weeks before school closed and on
the 17th of January was married to a
young man (Yakub Kaleb) living here at
Saharsa.
Friday night, December 24, the children
gave a program for our regular Prem
Sabha meeting. That same evening as the
custom here is, the men of the christian
community decorated the church with
chains of colored tissue paper and bright
stars, etc.
That night, as every year, is carol singing night. About 2 a. m. a group of
christian men came around to our doors
singing Christmas songs. They played a
couple instruments. We could hear them
as they went around other places too.
About 4 a.m. the widows came around
singing too, and a while afterward a
group of the orphanage girls made their
rounds singing. This is always a happy
time for them all, for in their homes they
are cooking some extra foods and working all night, and with their plans for
singing etc. they do not sleep much if any.
any.
Christmas morning 10 a. m. was church
service, and that morning every one is
sure to come. They like to wear new
clothes too. But this year many came in
old but clean clothes. We had a very impressive service. A message by Brother
Dick concerning the time Jesus was born.
Such a time when all people by order
of the Goverment had to go to their native towns to register their names. Jesus
was born, his name was included among
men. He came as a man and lived among
men. But he came bringing life and light
and hope of eternal life. Now we can
choose life and by faith in Him have our
names written in his book of life. Then
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that it would be our privilege to spend this
many years here. They have been swift in
the passing, and full of experiences that
have left their marks upon us. At the moment there are only six people in the whole
mission
who were here when we first arthere was strife and turmoil and conrived. There is only one building that exfusion, now the world is at war. But now
isted when we stepped into the Mission
as then His is a message of peace.
Compound,—the
bungalow we now occupy.
Our regular .Christmas feast was on
Monday the 27th, for which about 135 Many have passed into eternity, including
persons were present. Everyone was lined two of our co-laborers; others have gone
elsewhere to live and work; most of those
up sitting on mats on our verandah. We
in the Mission now have come in as orphans
had rice, pulse and meat curry. Every
or widows, or are the children of families
one seemed to enjoy it.
started since that time. Floods have come
The season ended with the reopening of- and gone, over three of our stations and
school January 4. And as vacation is outstantions. At two places, Madhipura
welcomed so the routine of school is and Barjora, there now stand new buildalso welcomed.—Saharsa, India.
ings, while at the third, Supaul, the land
lies fallow. Earthquake took our house in
Darjeeling. Rebellion stepped in and stared
The Macha Well is Paid
us in the face, with its red threat of death
and destruction; and was only held back
With thanksgiving and praise to God
who has inspired your hearts to give—we by the unseen hand of our gracious Father
announce—The Macha Well is paid. You in Heaven. Had He not created confusion
will remember that Bro. Brubaker inserted in the ranks of the rebels, so that they literan appeal for $1500.00 to pay for the dig- ally quarreled as to who should lead them
ging and equipping of a well at the Macha and as to whose suggestions were to be carMission in Africa, in the Dec. 6 issue of
the Evangelical Visitor. This is now more ried out, it is now established beyond doubt
than paid for. The balance will be used that some of us would have been killed. In
for some other worthy cause. God bless fact, one of the young men most interested
you all.
at the time in getting the missionary killed
Your Servant
and the ladies ravished, was recently in our
Graybill Wolgemuth, Treas. office here. He acknowledged all his sins
and faults, and humbly asked our forgiveThis moving letter from Brother Dick ar- ness. He is a Hindu, High School graduate,
rived by Air Mail much more -promptly than whose home is within several hundred
most mail has been coming through recently. yards of our bungalow. He now stands
I trust that it will be an incentive to re- acquitted by the court, simply because none
newed prayer and also greater financial sup- of us would swerve a bit from the exact
port of our missions. In the light of what
our missionaries have given and are con- truth, to offer testimony that would have
tinuing to give to His cause, what have we sent him to prison. The whole countryside
done ?—EDITOR.
is now more fully aware of our inability to
take revenge even when opportunity lies
- Saharsa, India
wide open before us; and many have testiFebruary 16, 1944. fied that they now believe, as never before,
that we have the true religion and that our
REETINGS to all our Visitor friends:
God stands by us!
How well and truly Holy Writ declares that we are like the flower of- the
On a day like today, one cannot help
grass, or like a vapor,—a mere breath. We thinking back over the years. Twice it has
measure time so meticulously that minute been our privilege to visit you on furlough,
parts of a second are tracked down and re- and we have many happy memories to
corded as meaning so much accomplished cheer us on. True, furlough is usually
or so much earned. We have often watched crowded with speaking engagements and
the cloudscape at Darjeeling among the many private visits, and too often leaves
mighty Himalayas,—and no two minutes the missionary almost more tired than
found it exactly the same. "Change and when he left the field; but then the fellowdecay in all around we see" is true of men ship has been encouraging and full of
and things, estates and circumstances; blessing, which compensates in full for the
therefore it is the more comforting to know travel and strain. We very humbly acthat there is ONE, the Changeless, Timeless, knowledge your gifts of love to us, your
One, who inhabits Eternity,—the same yes- helpful and strengthening prayers, and
terday, today, and forever,—whose Word, your encouraging letters. Twenty-five years
and Strength, and Presence, are constant away from the home-land and home, almost
and dependable.
makes us strangers to most of you. The
younger
generation has grown out of alToday marks the passing of twenty-five
years since we first stepped off the train most all recognition; and even older achere at Saharsa, to begin our missionary quaintances must be renewed when we get
career. Neither of us thought at that time back on furlough, if that ever happens
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again. But in spite of all this, we are very
conscious of fellowship in the Spirit, and
of the common hope of His Appearing
which binds us together in the invisible
bond of Love, which makes your cause ours,
and our cause yours. How nobly you have
all stood by us in every crisis, and how
often you have astonished us with your
generous response to special needs on the
field! I am sure that in no other enterprise can people so freely and whole-heartedly invest without actually seeing with
their own eyes the fruit of their investments, as you all are doing through the
Foreign Mission Work of the Church.
Thanks, so much, for the confidence you
impose in us, and the faith that accompanies that confidence.
As for ourselves, after twenty-five years,
we are very humiliated to have to feel that
we have not accomplished all our hearts
desired to do. It seems that we have scarcely dented the surface of things out here.
What with the "growing pains" of the first
generation of believers, with all their failings and sometimes futile endeavors to be
ideal Christians; and what with the apparent obtuseness of the non-Christian
population all around us, (as is the case in
the whole of northeast Bihar), we would
sometimes be tempted to think that it is all
useless. But since "a little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump," we are sure that nothing
that is done in His Name is done in vain,
and' that His Word simply cannot return to
Him without accomplishing its designed
purpose. So while we realize more and
more that we cannot do anything, we do
know that He, working in us, can do mighty
exploits. Even as salvation, so also is its
"outworking," by faith and grace, so that
no man may boast, but the glory be His.
It would be ungracious and undutiful to
fail to express our appreciation of the
kindly interest and concern of the Foreign
Mission Board throughout these years.
They serve in a difficult situation indeed;
and while it has naturally not been possible for us to see every situation eye to
eve with them, yet we have realized that
they have never failed to the best they
could and knew, in the given circumstances.
So in the davs ahead we have confidence
that they will allow no stone to be unturned in the way of progress and growth
in the Mission.
Perhaps some of our fellow missionaries
during these years could point to instances
when we disappointed them in something
we said or did. We can only plead human
frailty, and perhaps sometimes unguardedness. But we would stoutly maintain that
, our inner purpose has constantly been to
safe-guard the work and to help make
every possible provision for its growth and
greater efficiency. What with the many and
varied duties that have been thrust upon us
from the very beginning, in connection
with the administrative side of the work,
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we have often felt that we have been hin- less there is a deeper sense of the uniting
dered, or have at least allowed ourselves to live of Christ, there is liable to be an inbe hindered, in the more active evangelistic crease in that gap rather than a bridging
side of the work, which down in our hearts over. Recent gifts are making it possible
lies closest to our spirits. At any rate, in for us to plan a more definite program despite of differences of opinion which are signed toward the Indianization of the
but natural, and differences in tempera- Church here, that is, in its own local sphere
ment and tastes which are so greatly em- of work and influence, including its inner
phasized to each other when we live as we administration. It is heartening to see
do, in intimately close contact with each good response to our probing along this
other, we are glad to testify that the spirit line, and we trust you will pray that much
of grace and love exists between and good may result from the more thorough
among us. In the home-land in general training of some of our people for responchurch work, or in home mission work, if sible positions in the Church later on.
workers find it difficult to get along, toWe fully expected to meet Him in the
gether, there is plenty of space all around "air long before twenty-five years could
to move out and ease the situation. Here elapse, when we first set out from the
home-land; and our anticipation of this
great Advent is no less keen today. So
while He may come at any moment, or He
A Hundred Thousand Souls
may delay longer than we think, (for after
A hundred thousand souls a day,
all a thousand years with us is but as a day
Are passing one by one away
with Him, and He counts not time by
In Christless guilt and gloom.
years), we expect to get on with our job,
Without one ray of hope or light,
sustained by His grace, your cooperation,
With future dark as endless night,
and the anticipation of His return. We
They re passing to their doom.
pray God's richest blessings on you a l l ;
and we offer Him our most sincere thanks
The Master's coming draweth near;
in gratitude for His loving care, and bounThe Son of Man will soon appear,
tiful provision for us, during these years
His returning is at hand.
at the front. His "Lo I am with you" is
But e'er that glorious day can be
sufficient guarantee for the future, whether
This gospel of the Saviour we
the future be long or short as we measure
Must preach in every land.
time; and it is our purpose to respond with
"and lo, we shall stay with Thee."
0, Let us then His coming haste;
In Christian love,
0, let us end this awful waste
A. D. M. and Nellie Dick.
Of souls that never die!
A thousand million still are lost;
A Saviour's blood has paid the cost.
O, hear their dying
cry!—Selected.
No words can express how much the
world owes to sorrow. Most of the Psalms
we must simply stay right by any condi- were born in a wilderness. Most of the
tion that arises, and by His grace make the epistles were written in a prison. The
best out of it. Perhaps our fellow mission- greatest thoughts of the greatest thinkers
aries have sometimes thought that they had have all passed through fire. The greatest
to bear more with us than we with them, poets have "learned in suffering what
and it may have been true; but we do not they taught in song." In bonds Bunyan
find any irritation within toward any of lived the allegory that he afterward inthem, past or present, as we search our dited, and we may thank Bedford jail for
the "Pilgrim's Progress". All the forehearts today.
most worthies of our world, all the spiritWhile the past twenty-five years have ual heroes of our race have been men of
brought many great changes, we are con- sorrow and acquainted with grief. Take
scious of a presentiment that the next few comfort, afflicted Christian! You have
years will bring many greater changes in often praved to be made of some use in
our work and the field in which we work. the world before you die. and now the
India is fast changing, indeed, and our ap- answer to that prayer has come. God
proach will also have to change. The In- tries you because in some way He is about
dian Church will also have to accommodate to use you; for your history will furnish
itself to these changing conditions, and it no exception to the rule that when God
is our prayer that the change may be ac- is about to make pre-eminent use of a
companied with deeper spirituality and man he puts him in the fire.
more unwavering devotion, for this offers
the only solution to India's problems. With
—Selected by Leah Steckley.
all that has happened during the past two
years, missionaries are finding it more and
more difficult to bridge over the gap that
Whenever men rise to do the -will of
exists between race and nationality; so un- God, they find that the time is just right.
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ual in the manifestation of the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit. Over forty
souls took a definite stand for Christ. We
are looking forward to our spring revival
the latter part of March. Bishop Swalm
has been engaged to serve as our evangeSponsored by the General Education Board
list for this meeting. An all day Bible ConNCE again we bring a report on the to about 92. As this increase in student en- ference is being planned for Sunday,
activities of the Education Board as it rollment was rather sudden and beyond our March 26.
relates to the church wide solicitation for conservative expectation, we were very
At the present time our daily school proour joint church schools. Due to weather much unprepared to accommodate so many
gram is proceeding quite smoothly, even
conditions, evangelistic services and other at the opening of school. In fact, we had
though we are still operating under some
church activities, the Board has not been as to refuse some applications as we were
abnormal conditions. Most of the urgent
active as they were prior to the winter sea- filled to the limit.
problems have been worked out and the
son. But we are happy to report that progThere were many problems before us as strain has been considerably relieved.
ress is being made.
school opened with such crowded condi-^ There are seven denominations represented
Two weeks ago the writer visited three tions. Everywhere we were crowded and in our student group. Over one third of
congregations in the Bucks and Mont- our equipment was inadequate. The dining our student body comes from the two
gomery districts, namely Silverdale, Stowe room had to be enlarged and special tables branches of Russian Mennonites. We apand Gratersford. At each locality a warm built to conserve room. It became neces- preciate having these people in our school
welcome was given and a cooperative at- sary to purchase sufficient furniture and and we count it a happy privilege to betitude manifested. Meetings are now equipment to meet the demands of our come acquainted with them. There is a fine
planned for Hummelstown a n d Shenks larger group. A much larger water pump- spirit of friendliness and fellowship in evichurches for March 26. May 7 the writer ing system was installed early in the year. dence among the students which makes
will be in the Manor-Pequea District. Other We were short of help in the kitchen from school life here both interesting and enjoyservices are being arranged in accord with the beginning of school and found it dif- able. We feel that the heavy responsibility
the desires of the various congregations ficult to secure any one. For ten weeks we the Board has assumed in an effort to proand districts.
kept going under heavy strain until we vide room for this increased enrollment
The manner in which pledges are being finally were fortunate to engage suitable will prove to be well worth the extra fipaid is very commendable. Most of them help to manage the kitchen and dining nancial burden involved.
are being paid prior to the date specified. room work.
Our student body possesses quite a wide
Another commendable sidelight is the way
Since October 15, building operations range of talent. Most of the students
our young men in C. P. S. camps are re- have been proceeding slowly on the fourth
are fairly good singers so our singing at
sponding to this campaign. One young man floor. It is a rather difficult problem to do
the different assembly meetings is good.
made a pledge of $50.00. When the time much building these days with so many
We have a fine mixed chorus, a ladies'
came for payment he voluntarily doubled war-time restrictions. A number of boys
chorus and several quartettes practicing
the amount and sent his check for $100.00. are living on the fourth floor now, under
regularly. There are numerous invitations
Another young man who has been in camp conditions which are not very ideal. The
for our music organizations to give profor some time, who has left a wife and fam- rooms have a very rough appearance with
grams at different places, but we have not
ily at home sent in his check for $75.00. unfinished floor, walls enclosed with plasgone out very much for the past two years
Incidents of this kind of sacrifice and love ter board but lacking the finished coat of
because of the shortage of gasoline for our
for God and the church should awaken plaster; and there is no painting or marks
transportaton.
every one of us who is at home making of finishing in any of the rooms. When the
Being situated as favorably as we are,
money and enjoying the blessing of our dormitory is complete there will be rooms
we have many visitors coming to our
sheltered community.
to accommodate about forty boys. Up to school. These guests repeatedly offer faBro. John Hostetter is planning a visit the present time there is no heating system
vorable comment on the fine building, the
to the churches of Michigan soon. But provided for the fourth floor. However, we
ideal location and the good work that is
Albert Engle has covered part of Ohio and have had a comparatively mild winter so
being done in the school. Recently, we had
plans to complete his contacts in the state far and the rooms have not been very cold.
the privilege of entertaning the Secretary
and also plans to visit Indiana and Illinois
of the Teacher Training Association, Rev.
It
was
not
until
after
Christmas
holidays
before Conference.
Harold E. Gardner an his wife from
that
we
finally
got
a
permanent
teaching
God will richly bless each one as you
Wheaton, 111. Rev. Garner spoke at our
schedule
worked
out.
Miss
Dorothy
Sherk.
cooperate and pray for the welfare and
one of our strongest teachers for the past weekly prayer meeting and also addressed
success of our educational institutions.
several years, was unable to take her place the student body at a regular chapel servWe commend the following articles for
on the faculty this year on account of poor ice. Before he left, he gave some very fine
your meditations which have been prepared
health. We made temporary adjustments compliments to our work and stated that
by ardent friends of Christian education.
and shifts to meet the needs as best we we have a wonderful opportunity here in
R. H. WENGER for
could, hoping all the time that Miss Sherk providing Christian training for such a
The General Education Board
would be able to return. As she felt that it large group of fine young people.
was unwise for her to return, adjustments
In conclusion, we solicit the prayers of
had to be made to distribute her teaching our readers to the end that God may conNews Notes from Ontario
field among the teachers on the faculty. So tinue to bless and guide in the future progBible School
after the Christmas holidays we began ress of Ontario Bible School. Pray that
Elmer L. Steckley
working on a permanent schedule which we God will guide this school in a course
HIS year is one of unusual activity at hope to continue for the remainder of the marked by faithfulness in upholding the
Ontario Bible School. Our total en- year.
standards of His Word, and the spirit of
rollment to date stands at 100. Several of
During the last week in October we had consecration to the spiritual welfare of the
these had to leave for various reasons thus our fall revival with Rev. John N. Hostet- students entrusted to her for Christian
reducing our attendance at the present time ter as evangelist. This meeting was unus- training.
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Investing in the Future of
Our Faith
Joel E. Carlson

T

ODAY, it is common knowledge among
well informed individuals that the
church has been chiefly responsible for the
initial efforts in the establishing of the first
centers of learning in America. Particularly is this true of the leaders of Protestantism on this continent. It was only consistent that forward looking leaders of our
own church, appreciating our own particular need as a minority group with vital
doctrines to be cherished and perpetuated,
should pioneer in this direction with the
establishing of our own church schools.
In the Brethren in Christ Church we have
passed the day of mere initial efforts in
this field. Our Church Schools are beyond
the experimental stage, and can now be accepeted as proven factors of vital spiritual
usefulness. With ample room for improvement in various aspects of ministry,
the contribution they have made to the
Church in the last 30 years of service,
speaking generally, is hardly to be completely discounted.
What if we had not had such schools
among us? How many less applicants for
service would there have been for the ministry or missionary ranks of the brotherhood? How many of these might have
drifted into the ranks of other evangelical
bodies? How many might have been
drawn into the more worldly pursuits of
life, through a lack of vision or encouragement? In the light of eternal records, how
many, who otherwise found real salvation
through the varied ministries of the church
schools, would today be without God and
without hope in this world?
It is not necessary to confine oneself to
the thought that the work of our church
schools was the only factor in these individuals' lives. But who would deny that
their contact with the atmosphere conducive to forming high ideals of unselfish
service in taking schooling under such influence, came at a strategic period of their
lives? Nor need one refuse to acknowledge
that, the vital spiritual influence of our
church schools might have been more
weighty than it sometimes was. For such
is true of any normal congregation, at
times. But in the light of a fair consideration of the total record of their years, and
their net effect as guaged by the intentions
of the founders and consistently maintained by a majority of their personnel,
who could deny their God-given place, and
proved contribution to the church which
sponsored them?
The general solicitation for our Church
Schools now being conducted by the Education Board is valuable as a unified coordinated effort at a strategic time to enlist
financial support on their behalf. Perhaps
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this is the first time such a united general
solicitation has been undertaken. It speaks
well for the unified front of our church"
school system. The Education Board as a
specific agency is to be credited with encouraging that unity among us. Other denominations have employed the method of
raising finances by a coordinated and
balanced budget of varied benevolences. It
has certain distinct and long-ranged helpful principles in maintaining and promoting consistent growth.
We should support our church schools
in consistency with the principle of loyalty.
As church members we have pledged loyalty to the varied organizations of the
church. It is both a duty and a privilege
to help eliminate unfortunate
financial
handicaps,--and to make possible increased
advantages in equipment and teaching
personnel, through adequate financial backing. •
Let us take a lesson from the success of
the parochial schools in larger church
bodies. Their members count it a privilege
to maintain them financially, in addition to
paying their required state taxes. Why?
Because they place such a high premium
upon the particular faith which they cherish, and because they recognize the necessity, if they are to perpetuate it, to imbue
their youth and surround them with the
features of this faith.
Though smaller in membership than
these larger bodies, we cannot afford to be
less wise than they, in failing to provide
for the youth of the future, cultural privileges under church atmosphere. Nor should
we be less zealous than they. For do we
not believe that we have an even more
vital spiritual heritage, and should esteem
it equally precious and even more worthy
of any necessary sacrifice to continue.
Wise planning and worthy leadership
requires consistent support of the backing constituency, if we are to provide for
the preservation and continuation of our
faith and message. An increasing number
of young people should have the opportunity of school training in an atmosphere
creating appreciation of the distinctive features and values of our particular faith and
its vital message. Any contributing support
of this solicitation will bring the individual
the satisfaction of an investment in just
such a worthy cause.
The law can sometimes stop a man
stealing but it won't stop him from being
a thief.
The man who has nothing to boast of
but his ancestors is like a potato—the
only good belonging to him has rotted
underground.
This life is only the dressing room for
the one which is to come.—Trammel.
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Supporting Our Schools
Elmer

L.

Steckley

N

OW is an opportune time to rally to the
support of our educational institutions. It is opportune for two reasons: In
the first place people in general are able
to give more in these times of higher
wages; and second a special appeal is being placed before us through the general
solicitation plan as sponsored by the Education Board. Hence, at this time we
should catch a vision of what can be done,
..by a united effort, to put our schools on a
better financial standing.
When we think of the opportunities within the bounds of our church schools and
the many young people who are being
trained for God and the church, certainly
the cause of Christian education is well
worth the sacrifice we are making. It appears to be evident that people everywhere are coming to see, more and more,
the important place our schools are filling
in providing the right type of training for
our young people. It is encouraging to
note the ready response to the general solicitation throughout the church. While the
effort has only begun, there has been a
good spirit of cooperation manifested.
Everyone seems ready to take part in supporting this worthy effort-. God's blessing
and help will undobutdly be added to this
undertaking which is intended to clear our
schools of all indebtedness and place them
on good financial foundations. We pray
that God will richly bless every one who
gives and may He also bless every donation
to its greatest ministry for good in the
promotion of our schools.
As this solicitation program is carried
forward, let us all join in giving what we
can to the support of our schools. What
we invest now in our schools will continue
to bear worthwhile returns in the years to
come. If we neglect this opportunity we
may have to struggle on with the educational program of the church under the
handicap of heavy financial burden. Our
schools are what we make them, and they
can serve the church in proportion to the
support and backing we give.
Let us, therefore, pray for our schools
and give as God blesses us in spiritual and
temporal blessings and our schools will be
able to progress and will be in a better
position to fill their mission in the church.
There are neighbors and friends of ours
whom we may make glad by saying: "Let
us go into the house of the Lord." (Psa.
122:1)
The Israelites looked out for "Number
One," and they lost the very things they
worked for; all their money bags had
holes.
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THE CLASH OF S P I R I T S
•

E. E. Shelhamer
words of his mouth were smoother
ThisHEwords
than butter, but war was in his heart:
were softer than oil, yet were
they drawn swords." Ps. 55:21. •
The great need of the day is heart and
home piety. There are but few homes
where there is never a harsh word spoken,
where there is no clash of spirits. A person
can behave well outwardly and yet have
war in his heart. If we could see with
angelic vision, we might behold at conferences and camp meetings, a pitched
battle of spirits around the pulpit and
front seats. Perhaps not a wrong word
spoken, yet the atmosphere was full of
"drawn swords."
We must get away from the false notion
that swearing, drinking and gambling make
one wicked. No, but because he is already
wicked at heart, he is capable of doing
wicked things. It is impossible to stab or
wound another until there has first been a
break in spirit. Long before one shocks
another with unkind words, he has prepared the way by nursing a distant feeling.
Satan looks on with fiendish^ delight as
he hears the distant rumbling of war way
down on the inside. Finally, like a hidden
cancer it breaks out on the surface to the
surprise of all.
A man once said in effect, "I know when
to stay out of the kitchen. If the door
bangs and the pans and dishes fly back
and forth. I know that there is a storm
brewing. The longer it thunders, the more
terrific will be the crash. I try to think
wherein I am to blame and am half paralized when an old carcase that was
buried years ago, is dug up and dissected
anew. It is like hell! "
No doubt some people are tortured and
murdered by slow degrees. A sullen, silent
venom harbored within, withers the other
party and makes him suffer more than had
he been beaten with a club. Yes, many a
companion dies -prematurely for want of
a congenial atmosphere. On the other
hand, a kind look, a word of appreciation,
or a tender tap of the hand, often relieves
strain and gives new inspiration to life.

•

kindness. Say, friend, if you do not quite
measure up to an ideal Christian, resolve
that if necessary, you will apopogize and
then through much waiting upon God, you
will henceforth create a new atmosphere, so
that others will enjoy being in your presence.

God is Faithful
Gertrude

Robinson

Precious days of trust and faith
Even though the clouds hang low,
Precious promises to prove
Precious tokens of His love.
Tho
Tho
Yet
God

the tests and trials are sore,
the clouds are coming lower,
a light gleams bright and clear
is faithful, God is near.

Tho' all forsake, and prove untrue,
Tho' all may fail and misconstrue,
Every deed and thing we do,
God is faithful, God is true.
Oh, for grace and strength to meet
Every test and keep complete.
Oh, for faith to shine more bright,
God is faithful, God is might.

The Discipline of Faith
A.

B.

Simson

LONE with God at Jabbok's ford,
Jacob wrestled in the strength of despair and when his strength is gone, and
he sinks under the withering touch of the
angel's hand, he finds the secret of power,
and exchanges his strength for God's
omnipotence. It was not that the mighty
wrestlings of Jacob's prayer were wrong
. . . but it was that he should learn
that another than he was wrestling too.
"There wrestled with Him an angel."
And when he yielded himself up to that
Many a person appears happy on the presence in the submission of perfect
street, but is crushed at home. It is said trust, then came the fulness of God's
that Bob Ingersol became an infidel be- working and God's victorious love. This
cause his father—a Methodist—affected a is what we must learn-^that the secret
lovely disposition while in the church, then of our deepest desires after God is His
went home to change his tone of voice as own preventing grace; the spring of our
he ruled the house in a domineering man- mightiest doing and praying must be His
ner. The patient wife bore it all amid tears doing and praying in us, so that we shall
•while young Robert looked on in disgust. ever say with Paul, "I also labor, strivHe reasoned that the whole thing was a . ing according to His working, which
worketh in me mightily." Jacob rises
piece of hypocrisy.
from that hour a new man. He has not a
I It is not a new hat, or a box of chocoword now to say about Esau, or the
lates that smoothes the pathway of life,
trouble that had almost distracted him
but real love manifested in little acts of

A
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before. God had not even mentioned it,
and Jacob had lost all thought of it in
another presence. He has God Himself,
now, and with Him he must have all
things. Oh, -when the soul reaches the
heart of things in Him, all its cares and
questions are fled.

Sound Doctrine
(Continued from page 101)
God as He speaks to their conscience. Then
I asked, "Is that sound doctrine?" He replied, "That seems to be the position of all
people like you." He gave me my papers
'~to sign my name and did not as much as
ask me to affirm to it.
Without controversy all Christian people believe that when the apostle Paul said,
"Herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offense toward
God, and toward man," he was advocating
a sound policy, giving forth sound doctrine.
Man's first and foremost duty is toward
God as God speaks to him through his conscience. "For when the Gentiles which
have not the law, do by nature the things
contained in the law, these, having not the
law, are a law unto themselves: which show
the work of the law written in their hearts,
their conscience also bearing witness, and
their thoughts the mean while accusing or
else excusing one another."
Doctrine to be sound must not be erratic
or eccentric. The incidental teachings of
God's Word should be noted but never permitted to take the place of the main issues.
The epistle of James was not given to teach
divine healing as being the most important thing in the Christian life but rather it
was written to emphasize right Christian
conduct. The epistles of Peter were not
written to prove the burning of all things
at the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ
but to show ideal Christian living in a
theocracy, a present day theocracy. Luke
and Acts were not written to set forth the
Pentecostal blessing as being the most
necessary thing in life but to show the
workings of the early church in its relation to Christian living in general. And so
with all the New and Old Testament writings. Christian living is the theme of the
Pauline epistles, not eschatology. not even
soteriology. Unless God's Word is practical for present day living the book is not
sound. But it is sound. Every book of the
New Testament is practical for life, present
day life. "It is profitable for dotcrine, for
renroof. for correction, for instruction in
righteousness." God help us to put the
right emphasis on the right place at the
right time in the right way. For in so doing we shall have sound doctrine.
Stowe, Pa.
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The house of God lay waste because the
real House of God, His people, lay waste
spiritually.

